
 

 

 
 

Please ask for: 
Direct Dial: 

E-mail: 
Reference: 

Date: 

Mark O’Callaghan 
(01892) 554219 
Mark.O’Callaghan@tunbridgewells.gov.uk 
 
Friday 11 December 2020 

 
 
 
 
Dear All 

 

FULL COUNCIL - WEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBER 2020 

 

I enclose, for consideration at the next meeting of the Full Council on Wednesday 16 December 

2020, the following items that were unavailable when the agenda was published. 

 
 
Agenda No Item 

 
 
 5 Questions from members of the public  (Pages 3 - 6) 

 
  To receive any questions from members of the public, of which due notice has been 

given in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 8, to be submitted and answered. 
 

 6 Questions from members of the Council  (Pages 7 - 8) 
 

  To receive any questions from members of the Council, of which due notice has been 
given in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 10, to be submitted and answered. 
 

 
Kind regards, 
 
Mark O’Callaghan 

Scrutiny and Engagement Officer 
 
Encs 
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Questions from members of the 

public 

For Full Council on 16 December 2020 

 

Question 1 

From Shadi Rogers 

To Councillor Mackonochie (Portfolio Holder for Communities and Wellbeing) 

“As a junior doctor who travels from High Brooms to a busy London hospital for my 

job as an anaesthetist and as a young mother, I am concerned about the mental 

health and well-being of people in my area, Sherwood. At a time when community 

engagement and support are so important, can you tell me why the charges for hiring 

rooms and the sports hall at the TN2 Community Centre, very local to me, are being 

increased this year when no other Community Centre’s charges seem to be?” 

Question 2 

From Bjorn Simpole 

To Councillor March (Portfolio Holder for Culture, Leisure and Economic 

Development) 

“Many Local Authorities have responded to the COVD-19 pandemic by undertaking a 

comprehensive review of their key strategic policies to ensure they are fit for 

purpose. How has the Council responded to the economic impact of COVID-19 and 

the toll it has taken in terms of rising unemployment, increased poverty and demand 

for emergency food and welfare assistance amongst local residents?” 

Question 3 

From Adrian Thorne 

To Councillor Bailey (Portfolio Holder for Sustainability) 

“With regard to the Climate Emergency Declaration that was passed by the full 

council in July 2019, specifically that part relating to Citizens' Assemblies. I 

understand that there have been meetings of the CEAP, and there is the possibility of 
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a report in February. That aside, I wish to know why the council has been unable to 

hold any meaningful assembly meetings with the public so far. I appreciate COVID 

may have made progress harder - however there were eight months between the 

climate declaration being made and the first COVID lockdown.  Many councils have 

completed the entire process from beginning to publication in under six months, even 

during COVID. For comparison, that national citizens' assembly (Climate Assembly 

UK) took 13 months from select committee decision to publication - using video 

conferencing during the height of COVID. It has now been 16 months since the 

council made the climate declaration and no meetings. The town's Citizens' 

Assembly should not fall victim to the council's failure to act in a reasonable time 

frame. 

Why has no substantive progress been made on Citizens' Assemblies and can the 

council confirm that it will ensure the funds are available to make good on its 

commitment?” 

Question 4 

From Siobhan O’Connell 

To Councillor Dawlings (Portfolio Holder for Finance and Governance) 

“A consultation by the Council is currently underway regarding budgets for 2021/2022 

and 2022/23 financial years. The consultation states that: "It is very difficult to predict 

the continuing impact on the economy into 2021/22, but we are forecasting a budget 

shortfall of around £3 million against the net budget for 2020/21 of £12.4m. The 

council has sufficient reserves to fund a budget shortfall of this size for one year, but 

it does mean that investment in council assets will no longer be possible". 

Later the consultation states: "If the economy does not recover to pre-COVID-19 

levels by April 2022, the council will need to reduce some of its services to balance 

the budget for 2022/23. I would have thought going through a pandemic would be a 

situation where reserves could be used to reduce adverse impact on services and 

help to stimulate growth. 

How much is held in Council reserves? 

Why the reserves can be drawn on in 2021/22 but not in the following financial year?  

Why can't the reserves be used to invest in Council assets?” 

Question 5 

From Marieke de Jonge 

To Councillor Bailey (Portfolio Holder for Sustainability) 
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“Recently, the UK government has set out a 'Ten Point Climate Plan’ and in order to 

implement its national targets, local councils will need to contribute. Local action is 

important to help the UK achieve its legal goals and Nationally Determined 

Contribution (NDC) under the Paris Agreement, which commits the UK to cut 

emissions by at least 68% by the end of the decade, compared to 1990 levels. 

TWBC declared a Climate Emergency in July 2019 but local residents have not yet 

been consulted or informed about progress towards achieving its ambition of carbon 

neutrality by 2030. 

What action taken and plans confirmed towards achieving its own zero carbon goal 

and how will the council address the new government’s goals? (Will it be part of the 

Climate Emergency Advisory Panel (CEAP) or will the council set up a new body to 

implement these changes? Will it be transparent to the public and will the public have 

input?)” 

Question 6 

From Matthew Sankey 

To Councillor Dawlings (Portfolio Holder for Finance and Governance) 

“As you all know, all the independent hospitality businesses have been forced to 

close and most of us now have no income whatsoever. We are almost all directors 

and have been excluded from any Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS) or 

The Self-Employed version of funding. Unfortunately, the LRSG simply does not 

cover the costs of mothballing our businesses. For example, the fixed costs of my 

two sites, Mt Ephraim & The Old Fishmarket, is close to £16,000. This is after taking 

the LRSG into account and after discussions with other hospitality owners their 

figures match mine at it equates to under a third. 

Does the council have plans to distribute some of discretionary (ARG) Additional 

Restrictions Grant to the independent hospitality businesses in the borough who are 

in desperate need of support to save them from permanent closure?” 

Question 7 

From Shadi Rogers 

To Councillor Mackonochie (Portfolio Holder for Communities and Wellbeing) 

“One of the Council’s eight big projects in its current Five Year Plan is the 

development of Community Centres. Can you tell me what you have actually put into 

the TN2 Community Centre in resource or finance to develop its engagement with 

the community over the last three or four years?” 

Page 5

Agenda Item 5



Page  

4 of 4 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 

Questions from members of the public 

 

Question 8 

From Bjorn Simpole 

To Councillor Mackonochie (Portfolio Holder for Communities and Wellbeing) 

“What additional support has been provided to the Voluntary, Community and Faith 

Sector to help facilitate the incredible community response in Tunbridge Wells?” 

Question 9 

From Bjorn Simpole 

To Councillor McDermott (Leader of the Council) 

“Tunbridge Wells found itself placed in Tier 3 COVID-19 restrictions yet there are 

currently no plans for mass testing in the Borough and Tunbridge Wells Hospital at 

Pembury is not one of the first 50 hospital vaccination sites. Could the leader please 

set out what justification has been provided by government and/or Kent’s Public 

Health Team for placing the Borough in Tier 3 on 2 December when COVID-19 case 

rates in Medway and Swale were around four to five times higher than Tunbridge 

Wells.” 

Question 10 

From Bjorn Simpole 

To Councillor McDermott (Leader of the Council) 

“When will mass testing be rolled out across the Borough to enable us to drive rates 

of transmission down?” 

Question 11 

From Bjorn Simpole 

To Councillor McDermott (Leader of the Council) 

“What explanation has been received on why it has been deemed safe to go 

shopping 24 hours a day or to participate in socially distanced Ice Skating in 

Calverley Grounds but not to enjoy a pint (with a substantial meal) in one of 

Tunbridge Wells’ many fine public houses?” 
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Question 1 

From Councillor Pound 

To Councillor McDermott (Leader of the Council) 

“The Conservative Chairman of the Local Government Association has stated 

‘investment in our local, public services is critical to our national recovery next year 

and beyond. Only with the right funding and freedom can councils lead local efforts to 

tackle the inequalities the pandemic has exposed and ensure an economic recovery 

that benefits everyone’. So, can the Leader of this Council advise all members and 

the public what he has done, is doing and will be doing personally, in his position as 

Council Leader, to respond to the challenges highlighted by the Chairman of the LGA 

and to represent the Borough’s mounting anxiety that TWBC will be forced to make 

severe cuts in 2021 to balance its books?” 

Question 2 

From Councillor Lidstone 

To Councillor Bailey (Portfolio Holder for Sustainability) 

“In December 2019, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council advised Parish Councils that 

properties with communal bins had not been provided with food waste caddies, but 

that they would be surveyed in 2020 to see what mixture of bins was needed. Has 

this survey happened?” 

Question 3 

From Councillor Rutland 

To Councillor McDermott (Leader of the Council) 
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“How many drivers have received fines for driving in the restricted area of Mount 

Pleasant Road since enforcement restarted at the end of September and how many 

have successfully appealed these fines?” 

Question 4 

From Councillor Ellis 

To Councillor Dawlings (Portfolio Holder for Finance and Governance) 

“As Tunbridge Wells was regrettably placed in tier 3, what steps has Tunbridge Wells 

Borough Council taken to lobby central government to provide our struggling 

businesses with fairer grant allocations when compared with other local authorities in 

Kent?” 

Question 5 

From Marguerita Morton 

To Councillor Bailey (Portfolio Holder for Sustainability) 

“The CEAP was set up to look at future policies for achieving net zero by 2030 in 

accordance with the motion passed at Full Council in July 2019 and would like 

assurances that there is a long term future to Council owned buildings such as the 

Town Hall, in order to plan improvements to the building. This is to ensure that we 

are investing wisely to preserve our town's heritage for future generations. Can you 

assure this Council that there are no plans to sell off its assets without consulting its 

residents?” 
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